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On the image of Zhang Liao's "bravery against publicity"
—The comparison with Guan Yu is the core

Abstract

In the Romance of the Three Kingdoms, a group of tigers will be active
in the world of war. In the wonderful works of the novelist, the "five tiger
generals" of Guan, Zhang, Ma, Huang and Zhao are deeply rooted in the
hearts of the people with a more vivid and full image than those contained in
the annals of the Three Kingdoms. At present, scholars believe that the shape
of "five tiger generals" should be rendered based on the concept of the joint
transmission of five people in the annals of the Three Kingdoms. However,
in the annals of the Three Kingdoms, the case of the joint transmission of
military generals is not only the case of the Shu and Han Dynasties. There
are also the joint transmission of the "Five sons and good generals" of the
Cao Wei Dynasty (Zhang Le in Zhang Xu liezhuan) and the joint transmission
of the "Twelve tiger ministers" of the eastern Wu Dynasty (Cheng Huang Han
Jiang Zhou Chen Dong Gan Ling Xu panding liezhuan). The twelve tiger
ministers of the eastern Wu Dynasty may be difficult to mobilize because of
their large number. However, considering their historical records, it is
possible to develop into a "five tiger general" structure. However, in the
romance, the image description of these five people is relatively weak.
Among them, Zhang Liao, as the first of the five sons, stands out from the
crowd and shines brightly. This can be studied in depth. At the same time,
the image and play of Xu Huang, who ranks last in the biography, tend to
rise in the novel, surpassing Le Jin, Yu ban and Zhang Ying. Therefore,
between going in and out of literature and history, this paper makes a
detailed textual research and puts forward the following observations: first,
the brave performance of Zhang Liao in the Romance is basically based on
the records in the annals of the Three Kingdoms. Second, there are a large

number of interactive relationships between Zhang Liao, Guan Yu and Cao

31



Cao in the novel, and the historical materials are developed from the
annotations in the biography of Guan Yu. Last, in fact, the plot that
wuziliang general can render in Romance is not less than that of WuHulJiang,
but it still tends to be flat on the whole. However, Zhang Liao, as the
"mediator" of Guan and Cao and the "contrast" of Guan Yu, has been
deliberately shaped into a perfect image. Therefore, on the whole, among the
five good generals, Zhang Liao's role image is distinct and deeply rooted in
the hearts of the people. Its starting point is closely related to the author's
praise of Guan Yu.

Keywords: Annals of the Three Kingdoms, Romance of the Three Kingdoms,

Zhang Liao, characters
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